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INVITATION LETTER
DELIVERING A SPEECH AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
VIETNAM’S ECONOMIC OVERVIEW IN 2020 AND OUTLOOK FOR 2021 

RESPOND TO AND OVERCOME THE COVID-19 
TOWARDS ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT

Dear Sir/Madam,
Annually, the National Economics University in collaboration with the Central Economic Committee, Economic Committee of National Assembly co-organize the national conference “Vietnam’s economic overview in 2020 and outlook for 2021: Respond to and overcome the Covid-19, towards economic recovery and development”. 
OVERVIEW

The coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) poses unprecedented challenges and enormous difficulties to the economy, and has strong and profound impacts on all social and economic sectors. It is understood that the achievement of twin goals in 2020 is not only controlling the epidemic and minimizing the negative effects of the pandemic, but also maintaining economic growth. Although the world’s overall growth declines 4%, and the economic growth of Vietnam in 2020 is at the lowest rate over the past 20 years (2.9%), Vietnam still ranks in the group of countries with the highest growth in the world. 
Although the Government has timely solutions within the first support package in order to rescue several economic sectors and most severly affected subjects, the recent epidemic’s complicated development in many localities has influenced more comprehensively and severely on the economy, requiring the Government to have additional solutions in 2021 to solve difficulties, maintain economic development and prepare for post-pandemic recovery. Therefore, it is necessary to review and assess the effectiveness of Government’s support policies.
The national conference is expected to evaluate the economic overview of Vietnam, the impacts of COVID-19 on the economy, figure out pros & cons of policies responses to COVID-19, then provide recommendations for building up and implementing a new support package more effectively and practically.
GOALS AND TOPICS

The conference is going to comprehensively review Vietnam’s economy in 2020, assess the Government’s policies response to COVID-19, then provide recommendations for assisting the economy to take up challenges and maintain production as well as business activities, simultaneously prepare basic conditions for post-pandemic recovery in 2021 and the next years.
The conference covers the following topics:
1. Clarifying the international context, the impacts of COVID-19 on the global economy; researching the policies implemented in the world, effectiveness and risks, then drawing lessons to Vietnam;
2. Evaluating Vietnam’s economy in 2020 and the impacts of COVID-19 on Vietnam’s economy through different channels to the key sectors of the economy (the real sector, the external relations sector, the monetary and financial sector, the financial budget, etc);
3. Evaluating the positive effects and shortcomings of policies response to COVID-19 in 2020, analyzing the reasons of shortcomings;
4. Analyzing and forcasting the opportunities and challenges for Vietnam economy in 2021, evaluating Vietnam’s economic outlook for 2021;
5. Opinions, direction and solutions in 2021 to get over obstacles, maintain economic development and prepare for post-pandemic recovery.  

TIME AND VENUE

Time: Wednesday, 31 March 2021.
Venue: Grand Hall, A2 Building, National Economics University, 207 Giai Phong, Hai Ba Trung, Hanoi.

PARTICIPANTS 
- Representatives of Central Economic Committee, National Assembly’s Economic Committee, Government Office, Office of the President, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Industry of Trade, Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs, the State Bank of Vietnam, etc. 
- International organizations: Asian Development Bank (ADB), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), International Monetory Fund (IMF), The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World Bank (WB), etc.
- Representatives of universities, research institutions, scientists, press, etc.
We are honoured to invite you to take part and share your opinion in the conference. Should you have any question, please contact A.Prof. Dr. To Trung Thanh – Head, Department of Scientific Management, NEU, mobile number: 0942 399 337, email address: thanhtt@neu.edu.vn.  
With the best regards,
A.Prof. Dr. Bui Duc Tho

Vice President
National Economics University
